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Beforethe Right Honourable | 
The Loxps and CoMMONS 
Aſſembled in 


PARLIAMENT. 


At Margarets Church in Weſtminſter, upon Thurſday 


18 Fuly 1644. lt being the day of publick Thankf- 
_. . giving, for the great mercy of God, in the happy lucceſle 
of the Forces of both Kingdoms neer York, againlt 
the Er-mies of King and Parliament : 


By A:zx:HenparsoON Miniſter at Edinburgh 
as ; And by him Dedicated 
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SCOTLAND. 


| Job 34. 29. When he gi giveth quietneſſe,who then cau _ trouble ? «And when 
he bideth his face, who then can bebold him ? —_— ix-be ns 4zainſt 
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Die Yeneris, 19 Fnlii. 16 4 4. 

Rdered by the Lords in Parliament affembled,That Maſter 
O Henderſon hath hereby thanks given him by this Houſe, 
for the great pains he took in his Sermon Preached before the 
Lords and Commons,on Thurſday the eighteenth of this inſtant 
July , in argarers Church Weſtminlter , it being the day of 
Thankſgiving for the great Mercie of God in the happy ſucceſſe 
of the Forces of both Kingdoms, againſt the Enemies of King 
and Parliament,neer York : And that the ſaid Maſter Henderſon 
be intreated to Print and publiſh his ſaid Sermon;which noman 
is to preſume to Print,or Re-print, without his Authority under 


his hand, as he will anſwer the contrary to this Houle, 
70. Browns. Cl. Pazl.. : 
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Die Veneris, 19 Fulii, 16 4.4, 


T is this day Ordered by the Commons aſſembled in Varlia- 

ment , That Sir Robert Harley do give the thanks of this 
Houſe to Maſter Henderſon, for the great pains he took in the 
Sermon he Preached at the intreaty of both Houſes at S. ar- 
garets Weſtminlter, upon the = of publike Thankſgiving, for 
the great Victory obtained againit Prince R#pert, and the Earle 
of Newcaftles Forces : and he is deſired to publiſh it in Print, 

. H. Elſynge Cl. Parl, D. Com. 


THIF: $$$$04$$444$4 4444+ 
I appoint Robert Boſbock to Print this Sermon, 


ALSx- HENDERSON; 
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To the Kirx and KinGpDom of 


SCOTLAND. 


Grace to you, and Peace from G O D our Father 
andthe LORD FESUS CHRIST, 


SS 7 « I. 
— — 
7 — 


PR Hrce Reaſons have prevailed with me, to [ct 
your Honourable and Reverend name before 
this Sermon : One ts, That having Preached 
{&a it before the Honourable Houſes of the P ar- 
FC liament of England, [ conceived it more 
7 4 > Convenient to [end it toyou in Print, then t9 
$a H direct it to them the ſecond time, and in 
ſo qging T cannot apprehend any danger of cenſure ; Becauſe the 
gronnd of my (alling to joyn in ſo ſolemne an Aftion, Was rather 
4 Nationall concernment then any perſonal reſpeft to me, or ex- 
fetation of any thing that could proceed from my Weakneſſe, 
Worthy of ſuch an eAnuditorie, as is one of the greateſt , and 
graveſt on earth: In this therefore ( if 1 miſtake nt) I do com>» 
ply With their intentions,and ſtill follow their reſpefts. eAnother 
Reaſon is, T hat after ſo long abſence, not onely from my pr ſonal 
charge,but from you,my Mother Church,and Native { ountrey, 
I do willingly take hold of this opportunity,to teſtifie that We your 
ſervants for Chris , who have the honour to be in this imploy- 
ment, do boW our knees tothe Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
of whom the Whole family of heaven andearth i named, th.:t he 
world grant unto you, according to the riches of his glory , to be 
ſerengthned With might by his Spirit in the inner man,that ( hriſt 
may dwell in your hearts by faith ( a ) * eAnd that We cannor 
enough render thanks to Ged for you , for all the joy whereWith 
we joy, for your ſakes before our God, night and day praying ex- 
ceedingly, that we might ſee your face,and (according to onr cal- 
ling and meaſure ) might perfett that Which us lacking in your 

AS; faith 


a Epheſ.z 
14431516» 
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b 1 Ther Faith (b). Tihe opinion of the merit of Prayer is abomination, 


3- 9,10, 


c Pſal. 
126.6, 

d 1 Thcſ, 
3-8, 


= 


bat the principal Theam and Matter of the Solemmitie of the 
day, We take for an anſWer of the Prayers of the godly in 
the three Kingdomes , and in all the Reformed Kirks : eAnd 
the defpre we have to {ce you, ts not onely that naturall inſtintt; 
which is to be found in all of our Nation, whom the cauſe of God 
bath brought from their on n- homes and habitations ; but our 
longing 20 come unto you with rejoycing , bringing our ſheaves 
with us (Cc) and to findc you ſuch as we would: for now we live 
if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord (d), The third Reaſon is, That I may, 
upon this occaſion which God hath put in my hand, communicate 
unto you my humbl- th ug hrs for your good , unto Which, many. 
thouſ.nds of your ſornes, worthier then 1 can have any reaſon t9 
think wy (elf to be, have according to the commandment of God, 
and ther manifold obligation, d:woted and ſacrificed themſelves 
and a tat th:y have : For my part, ſince 1 am not able to pay 
my Duty to the fill, I ſhall ſiill arkhnowledge my Obligation, con- 
feſſe my Debt , and what I have ( Which is a ſmall proportion to 
that which 1 owe ) I ſhall willingly offer. 

The Lord hath done preat things for you and by you : His Spi- 
rit ſpeaking in your faithful Paſtours , and Working in your own 
hearts, Will teach you, and give you grace, in Wiſdom and humi- 
litie,to compare your preſent eftare, undey the light, purity,liber- 
fie, and bleſſings of the Gofpel , with the darkneſſe, corruptions, 
tyrannie, and miſcries, which our forefathers were covered with, 
under Paganiſme of old, and under eAntichriſt afterwards, and 
Which our ſelves did endure und r Antichriſtian Prelacie of late, 
It 15 true,the preſent times are ſull of ſuffering s,calamities,loſſes, 
ard fears ; all the three Kingaoms have drunke»,althourh by un- 
equall araughts, of a very vitter (np, (uch as the Lord propineth 
when he 15 angry with hs people, no man knoweth when the end 
Seal be :. Tet if We conſider What our miſeries might have been, if 
theſe our miſeries had not been, that We onght to chooſe affiiftion, 
and not impictie or iniquitic, and that all our troubles are but the 
travellings of Child-birth,to bring forth a Reformation : We will 
take the ſaying of Eccleſiaſtes to be ſpoken to every one of us 1 
Say not thou, What is the canſe that the former dayes were bet= 

terthen-theſe? for thou doeſt not enquire wiſely concerning 
this (e). 
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this (e)-. 1 intend not to ſet forth the great power and mercifull « Ecclef, 
providence of God in the late ſeaſonable Deliverance,and n1table 7.10, 


Viftory never to be forgotten,that being retent in your minds,and 
the intent of the following Sermon ; We ought to b thankefull for 
the nndenyable preſence of God, to ſtir up our ſelves to take hold 
of him, leſt he hide his face and depart from us, and to go on here< 
after with confidence in hus Name againſt the greateſt dificultics. 

But When [ call to minde What hath come to paſſe in theſe 
dayes, fince the beginning of our troubles , and begin to conſider 
the proceedings a. reſults of Divine providence, contrary to the 
deſignes ard acvices of the Enemies, Which they cannot deny, ard 
far beyond the firſt intentions and particular deſires of ſuch as 
the Lord hath wſecd fir inſtruments wt his Work, which they do re« 
verently ackhnoWledge ; 1 may make n[e of the grave and ſerious 
Warning of the Apoſtle, Behold therefore the goodnefle and ſe- 
verity of Gud : on them which fell,ſeverity ; tut towards thee, 
gooineſſe,if thon continue in his goodnefle : otherwiſe thou allo 


ſhalt be cut off (F). And that we may the more value the goodnes £ rom, 
of God to our ſelves, We ought the tore to behald the ſeveritic of 11412. * 


God cutting off the pompe, the pride, the tyrannie , and poWer of 
the Enemies. [ may glſo with bim(although Writing of a matter 
of another kinds ) cry out : (0) the depth of the riches,both of the 
wiſdom & knowledge of God, how unſearchavle are his judge- 
ments,and his wayes palt finding out ! for who hath known the 
minde of the Lord,or wig hath been his Counſeller (g) ? Ne 
onely inthe matter of [al vation and damnation ; but inthe aami- 
niſtrations of his Providence , the Lord wſzth his Soverainztic, 
and doth What ſeem: th good unta his Wiſdome : and although ve 
know not the particular reaſon of every thing , yet this we know, 
Whatſoever be the weakneſſe of men upon the one hand,or the Wic= 
kedneſſe of men on the other, That all things are done by him that 
ruleth the wor ldgin great Wiſdom & fuſtice,to hu own glory and 
the good of his (huzch. Again, When fram my ſenſe of my ſelf, 
and of my own thoughts and Wayes ( Which miny thou/ands may 
obſerve, and no donbt d» obſerve of themſelves) I begin to re= 
member , how men tho love to live obſcurely ana in the ſhadoW, 
ere brought forth to light, to the view an1 talking of the world : 
how men that love quictneſſe are mad- to ſtir, ana ro have a hand 

3 it 


h Jer,o, 
23» 


i Pro.1g 21 


kJoh.21.18 


[ Job29.18 


m Mat. 26 
39. 
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in publique buſines ; how men that love Soliloquics and contens 


' plations are brought upon debates & controverſies; hoW men who 


love Peaceare made to IVar and to ſhed blood : and generally how 
men are brought to att the things which they never determined, 
nor ſo much as dreamed of before The words of the Prophet Je- 
remie come to my remembrance ; O Lord, I know that the way 
of man is not in himſelfe : it is not in man that walketh to di- 
reQ his ſteps (h) : which imply the poſitive part, That the way of 
man « in the hand of God , and that the Lord diretteth hu ſteps 

to his own appointed ends, according to the ſaying of the Wiſe S0- 
lomon (whither ſpeaking of the Decrees of God,or of the Word of 
God ) There are many devices in a mans heart , nevertheleſle 

the Counſcll of the Lord , that ſhall ſtand (:). Experiments of 
things paſt, are documents of things to come. Let no man thinks 

himſclf abſolute maſter of his oWn attions or Wayes : When thou 

walt young thou girdedſt thy ſelf ; and walkedſt whither thou 

wouldſt ; but when thou ſhalt be old , thou ſhalt firetch forth 

thy hands, and another ſhall gird thee, and carry thee whither 

thou wotldeſt not (k.).. Let no man ſay , I ſhall die in my neſt, 

in mine owne houſe, with my children avout me,and under my 

wings (1). We Will learn I hope by time ( if We be not unteach- 

able) to diſtinguiſh betwixt or frf,and naturall will; and our 
ſecond, our Spirituall, and more deliberate will ; and to ſay, Not 

my will, but thy Will be done (2). The ſeven yeers of enſ#- 

ing Providence may carry us as far beyond the preſent intenti- 

ons, whether of the enemies of Religion or our oWn, as the ſeven 

Jeers paſt have done, beyond our former intentions and theirs, 

T he pulling d1wn of Poperie in the (hriſtian World ; and the pul- 

ling down of Prelacie, and the ſupporters thereof, in Britain, are 

equally feaſible to the Almighty, Who delighteth to turn onr dif- 

ficulties ard impoſſivilities into the glorious demonſtrations of 
his Divine PoWer , and Who putteth motions into the hearts of 
men, which they turn into Petitions and Ind:avonry, and God by 
his Power, bringeth forth into Reality and Attion; the concep= 
tion, birth, and perfeition us all from himſelf. 

When I ſpeak of the future , and that which afterwards may 
come to paſſe, my meaning us, Not that God Will alwayes, and 
throughout the whole workguſe the ſame indiviauall inſtruments, 
experience 


CO 
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experience hath already proved the contrary , I ſpeak of the 


' Colleltive and ſucceſſive body , which like a flood,  runneth in 4 


continuall courſe , but the [cverall pares paſſe by very quickly : 
Joſhna mnſt [ſucceed to Moles, and Eleazar to Aaron, before the 
people of God be brought into Canaan, and others muſt come af- 
ter them, before the Temple be build:d; each one whom the Lord 
calleth , hath his own part. e's the courſe of gencrall Provi- 
dence in the World, and of ſpeciall Providence in the Kirk , gee 
eth on conſtantly , according to the Eternall Deovees of God, 
which mcn may oppoſe and clamonr againſt, but can no more 
binder then the riſing of the Sun,and his aſcending to his ſtrength: 
So doth the courſe of particular Providence in the lives of men, 
which he cuttcth off, or continneth at his pleaſure. Nor ſpould 
any man, who hath ſeen the beginnings of this Work , offend, or 
be diſpleaſed, That his dayes art ended before it end, more then 


others , who ſhall be honoured to be the Witneſſes of the glorious 


concluſion thereof, have cauſe to be grieved , That they have not 
ſeen, or had a hand in the beginnings of it : Even as We have no 
more reaſon to be grieved, That our life laſteth not longer, Then 
that it did not begin ſooner. No man could hnow , bu? his life 
might have been as ſhort in Peace as it hath been in War : nor 
Was it in any mans power in the time of Peace, to chooſe the man« 
ner of his death. Ir ſhould be ſufficient for us, that ve follow the 
calling of God, That our life 14 not dear to us, when he, Who ſpa- 
red not his life for us, calleth for it , That we are ready to lay it 
down in his (auſe, And that it ſhall adde to our bleſſedneſſe, if we 
die not onely in the Lord, but for the Lord. 

Let us therefore obſerve the Loris Providence,admire his Wi/- 
dom and Goodneſſe , adore his Soveraignty and Greatueſſe , and 
cheerfully offer , and give up o8r ſelves to be diſpoſed upon at his 
Will, ſeeking his glory,and not our oWn,and to approve our ſelves 
#0 our oWn conſciences, and not to the World : This will make us 
fincere and ſtraight in our courſe , when others are ſeehing theme 
ſelver,quiet and ſecure,in the midſt of dangers ; when others,like 


Magor-Miſlabib , have fear round about, and contented in confi- Jer.20.3, 


dence of a recompence of reward from God, againſt the ingrati- 
tude of men , when Mercenar ies have not the patience to bear it, 


becauſe they ſerved no other maſter , and had no other ws in 
their 


L-- 
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their eye, but their Wages : a poor compenſation of their painsy 
and no proportion tothe adventaring of their liverelt i: a frequent 
obſervation in hiſtory; upon a World of examples , That ſuch as 
have deſerved beſt of the publick,, have met not only with priva- 
tive ingrati:ude, but have often been recompenced evil fir good: 
which hath given occaſion to Politicians to enter upon the debate 
of t\vo queſtions : One ts, What can be the cauſe of this ſo univer- 
ſally known and confeſſed ingratituae , not onely from particular 
perſons , but from the publick ? The ather 1s, How it cometh to 
paſſe, that notwithſtanding this knoWn ingratitude,there be ſome 
found in every age and State, that are more ſtirred up to deſerve 
well of the pub lick, nor diſconraged or deterred, by What hath be 
fallen others before them? (oncerning the firſt, Amongſt ather an« 
ſwers taken from that corruption,malice,and envy, Which poiſon- 
eth the nature of man,they alleage,T hat it proceedeth from covet- 
ouſneſſezwhich maksth the publick to quarell with them,that ſuch 
may ſcem unworthy of reward, whoſe great merits they are either 
unWilling or unable to reward, T he other they attribute to an he- 
roich dejir e of immortall praiſe, & 4 divine diſpoſition to do good 
to all. But our Profeſſion can anſWer both in a word, That by a 
ſpecial providence, ſuch as bave deſerved Well, come ſhort of their 
reWards from men , that they may learn in ſerving of men, to 
ſerve God, and by Faith and _ to expett their reWard from 
himſelf, and in end himſelf for their reward : and that notwith- 
ſtanding all the tngratitude of the world,the Lord gives generous 
ſpirits to bus ſervants,ard ſtirreth them up by his Spirit (the mo- 
tions Whereof, they neither can nor will reſiſt) to do valiantly in 
his Cauſe. God bath mad: yes a fruitfull Mother of many Sons, 
as England, France ard Ireland may this day bear witneſſe. N,e- 
ver had your Sons more cauſe to rejoyce in their Mother ; for God 
hath made you Honourable: Nor you the Mother more cauſe. 
#0 rejoyce in your Sons ; for God bath put it in their hearts to ofs 
Fr tbemſclves Willingly, in, and fer the Cauſe of Ch'iſt. If ſome 
have proved ſons of Belial , void of grace and naturall * g's 
' and have provoked you to pronounce a maledittion npon them, the 
Grace of God, which hath mad: the aifference , ts » more to be 
| x 1 ; and they that ſtand , as they are the more to be ho- 
a, [0 are they Warned to take beed leſt they fall. | 
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"0 the Kirk and K1 Scotland. 
T wo things there be chiefly, Which will give you Pegce for rhe 
preſent,and through the bleſſing of God, Will bring your troubles 
"£0 4 comfortable end. One #, That when ye hear of Separatiſts, 
Semi-ſeparatiſts, Anabadtiſts, Antinomians, Libertines, Socini- 
ans, and of the many Setts , Which Satan, the father of Hereſies 
and S$chiſmes, in oppoſition to the intended Vniformity in Religi- 
on,hath raiſcd in thus Kingdom, and Which no Wiſdom under hca- 
ven ts able to cure, but by ſetling the true Government of the 
Kirk by CO and Synods : Ye may call to minde,and ape 
ply to your ſelves the Whol/ome Connſell of the Prophet Micah, 
All people will walk, every one 1n the Name of his God, and 
we will walk inthe Name of the Lord our God for ever and 
ever (»); He Will not have us to promiſe to our ſelves an uns- 
. ver(all conſent in Relinion through the whole earth ; nor to | uf- 
fer our ſelves to be driven away by the example or ſleight of 
men , and cunning craftineſſe , whereby they lie in wait to de- 
ceive (0) : But Will have us to Walk, in the Name of our God, 
which tsnothing elſe but to underſtand,beleeve,and obey his word, 
by which he ts known as oy his N ame : and this he will have us t9 
_—_ for ſome time,but for ever andever ; and with the counſell 
of the Prophet joyn the example of the Kirk of God, All this is 
come upon us,yet have we not forgotten thee, neither have vve 


| 


j 
n Micah 
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dealt falily in thy Covenant : our heart is not turned back, nei-' 


ther have our ſteps declined from thy way , though thou halt 
fore brokeht us in the place of Dragors,and covered us with the 
ſhadow of death (p). Thu teſtimony of your « ghmeſſe and 
conſtancy, that no trouble conld move you, ſo much as in peart, to 
turn aWay from the way of God, will be a Well-Sþring of com- 
fort to you in all your troubles ; and this comfort (1 ſpeak it tothe 
praiſe of the free grace of God ) belongeth wnto you : for would 
Je have dealt falſly in the Covenant, and forſaken the Truth, ye 
wi7ht not onely have eſcaped all the troubles which }* hawve [u- 
ſtained at home and abroad,but alſo have enjoyed all the Peace and 
Plentic that the world could promiſe : This [ ſpaak, as a naturall 
man, and this indeed u« the judgement of the naturall man, look- 
ing no higher then this world, and the ſecond cauſes : But 4s the 
Meſſenger of God, I may ſay , Had ye dealt wickedly againſt his 
Covenant, and bleſt your ſelves in your own heart, ſaying, 1 ſhall 
have Pears, though 1 walkin the imagination of mine heart, the 


Lord 


P Pſal. 44. 
178,19. 


q Deut, 


29. 20, 


r 2 Tim. 
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Tard would not have ſpared you, but the anger of the Lord- and 
hus Fealonfie Wonld have ſmoaked againſt you (g). 

T he other thing that I would to rh# purpoſe commend,ys, That 
ye would remember , that beſides Hereſie , Whith oppoſeth the 

Truth profs fſed by the Kirk; and beſide Schiſmeg which deftroyeth 
the Unity of the Kirk,; Oy of heart and life, Which us 
a third Peſt, hath ever fpoilcd the holineſſe of the Kirk, andiv4 
moſt high provocation againſt the moſt holy Lord God, which we 
are all to frive againſt , 45 well as againſt Hereſie and Schiſme, 
"7 joyning the Power of Godlineſſe With the Profeſſion and Form 
thereof ( r ) , and by holding the myſterie of the Faith ina pure 
Conſcience ( /) , which ſome ſometime amongſt you , having 
put away (and that with violence done to their conſcience, as the 
Word importeth ) concerning Faith have made ſhipwrack (+), 
and have endeavoured to bring others upon the Rocks , that th 
might periſh With them. Spirituall judgements are to be obſerved 
no leſſe then temporal, both becauſe there u more Wrath in them, 
and they are more hardly diſcerned. Pelagianiſme of old, and 
Arminianifine of [ate , « the juſt puniſhment of a formall Profeſ- 
fron ; Socinianiſme, of the neglett of rhe Son of God; Antino- 
mianiſme, of turning the grace of God into wantonne fſe; Ana- 
baptiſme » of Baptizing of Infants 1n private, and of the flight- 
ing of the Bapti/me in publike , as if it di:: not concern the Whole 
(iogregerion ; and Separation, of the deſpiſing of the true Go- 
vernment of the Kirk : ſo doth the Lord ſend ſtrong deluſions up- 
on them that receive not the love of the Truth, and take pleaſure 


vu 2 Thel. jn unrighteouſnefſe (#). 1 Will not excuſe the length of this Epi- 


2-10,11,12, 


flegberanſeT intended it. I am not bounded to a time in writing, 
4s 1 behoved to be in Preaching. I am bold with you , becauſe 1 
know you. Toſave you from ſpirituall judgements , to deliver 
you comfortabl 7 from your preſent troubles , and to make you 
walk worthy of the grace Wherein the Lord hath abounded toward 
you,that you fall not, and that you may be preſented faultleſſe be- 
fre Chrift with joy, ts, and ſhall be the humble and earneſt deſire, 
and Prayer of 

Your humble Servant,and obedient Sony 

in and for the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


PREACHED 


Before the Lords and Commons , at cHargarets 
Church in Weſtminſter, upon Thurſday, 
the 18 of July, 1 6 4 4- 


MarTrTH. 14. 31. 
3 And immediately Fj ſtretched forth his hand, and 
caught him, and ſaid unto him, 0 thou of little faith, 
wherefore didſt thou doubt ? | 


SRg Uch is this day required of your Honours, 
22D much of You very Honourable, and much 
*&) of us all, beloved inthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
P44 In the times of the Old Teſtament,the Sx- 
*, 8) crifices of one Solemnity were much the 
FEA ſame with the Sacrifices of another :. Yet 
[2 za when more Feaſts did 'meet together in 
one day, as the Sabbath , the firſt day of the Moneth , and the | 
Feaſt of Trumpets, (4) all the Sacrifices of the ſeverall dayes , q 4 & 
were offered in that one day ; which made the greater cele- ,, 
brity. The Lord hath this Jay multiplied his benefits upon us, 
2s the Loaves and Fiſhes were multiplied in the handgof the 
Apoſtles, in the time of the diſtridntion Q, : for no ſooner iS þ Jos. 
the day indicted to give thanks for one favour, but we hear 
the news of another, that we may adde more fire, and multi- 


ply our Secrifices. 


Lthouth theſe words of our Lord, at the firſt hearing, why this * 
- \ may ſeem not to be much important to the folemnitie 7; choſen 
of the day , yet a.two-fold conſideration hath led me to +- - 
B 2 | this 


UMI 


c The admo- 
* nition of Tohn 
Knox to the 

proteſlors of 
the truth in 

England, 


2 A Sermon Preachtd before.” 
this choice : One is, becauſe for ſome time paſt, vvhere I 
had occaſion to ſpeak in publike, I haye been expounling and 
applying to our preſent Troubles , this. part of the holy Hi- 
ſtory , expreſſing the dangerous tempelt, vvhich tofled' the 
Diſciples of Chrilt at Sea, as an Embleme and reprefenta- 
tion of the condition of the Church of Chriſt on earth,” eſpe- 
cially in the time of great trouble : hecrein following the ex- 
ample ( beſide many other Interpreters ) of a vvorthy In- 
ſtrument of Refurmation, vvho in the Idolatrous and bloody 
times, of Queene ary , didlupon this Text , inthe evidence 
and povver of the Spirit, vvrite a large Admonition to the 
Profefiours of the Trueth in England (c): And novv being 
ky Providence brought on to theſe vvords , exprelling the de» 
liverance of Peter out of his ſpeciall tcntation , and lead- 
ing us tovvard theceaſing of the wide, and calming of the 
tempeſt, I 'jndged them. not unfit for the preſent condition, 
vyhich God by his mercifull Providence hath brought our 
aftaires into at this time. The Lord vvho {ſtretched forth his 
hand and caught Peter, vvhen he vvas begivniog to finke,and 
{oon after made the vvinde to ceaſe, vvhich moved them that 
vvere in the Ship to come and vvorthip him, ſaying, Thox art 
he Sen of God: the ſame Lord , even the Lord of Armies, 
and the God of Battells , hath ſtretched torth his hand for our 
deliverance,and vvhen he vvill,he can recuke the vvindes,and 
by his. Word make a comfortable calme , that all the three 
Kingdomes may fall dovvn and vvorſhip him , ſaying vvith 
one minde and one mouth, tothe hearing of all the Chriſtian 
vvorld, Of a trueth thou art the Son of God';, vvhich would 
prove -a ground of Reforming the Houſe of God according 
to his own will : For if they hal known the Son ot God, the 
King of glory, ti:cy would not have crucified , but ſubmitted 
unto him,and done his will. Another conſideration alſo made 
me to fix upon this Text : althongh it doth not hold forth a 
formall Thankſgiving , vvhich is ſo ordinary in other places 
of Scriptnre, that nothing more ; - and that which follovveth. 
here © rene » Is liker unto 1t , yet it containeth the mate- 
rials, and layeth a foundation of the dutie : for it is a notable 


' and ſeafonable deliverance out of a great diitreſſe , together 
'with. a moſt powerfull argument to enforce the 


duety- of 
Thank(- 


the Lords and Commons at Weſtminſter. 3 
Thankſgiving , taken from the unvvorthinefle of the party on 
vvhom it is ceſtowed : Why a:dft thox doubt , O thou of little 
Faith ?* The depth of ow Fir le, the greatnefle of our Deli- 
verance, and the weaknefle of our Faith , which hath made a 
great deal of doucting, ate faell to enfame our hearts , and to 
make the hire of, the Sacrifice to aſcend. 


In the words going tetore, Peter had not fo much Faith Paraphra- 
as that vvhen the vvinde became boyſterons,, he was able any /ed. 


more to vvalk on the vvater ; for through the .vveakneſle of 
his faith , he beginneth toſinke : yet he hath ſo much faith, 
that when he beginneth to (inke, he cryeth out, Lord ſave me : 
and immediately the Lord anſwereth his Prayer, and fendeth 
him a prefent-deliverance, in ſuch manner, as he might know 
it was from hij:{elt; for he ſtretched out his hand and caught 
him ; but withall;rebuketh him for the weakneſle of his faith, 
which made him to to waver , That at firlt he would aflay to 
walk on the water, and now when he ſees the winde boylte- 
rouis, he beginneth to {inke. 


The Text parteth it ſelf in two branches : The one is a De-- Divided, 


liverance : The other a Reprehenfion. The branch of Deliver- 
ance beareth a ſweet fruit of Thankfalnefſe : And the branch 
of Repreheaſion, a more bitter,out very wholſome fruit of Hu- 
mation ; which being talted by us, maketh the Delivera::ce 
torelith the better with our ſelves, and the Thani fulneile the 
more acceptavle to God : both together. make up a compo- 
ſition like unto that of the holy ONe and Verfame, £ x04. 30. 
an lead-th us up to the Mountaine of Myrrhe, and tothe 
Hill of Frankincente, Canr.4.6. 

Inthe Deliverance of Peter , there be four things obſerve- 
able, and applyavle untoour Deliverance. 1. The greatneſfle 
of it : Peter was delivered out of a great danger , He Was 
Walking upon the Water, and the Winde was boiſterous. 2. The 
ſeaſonablencfle and opportunity of it : 1YVhen he Was beginning 
ro ſinke. 3. The ſen{ilenefle of the hand of Chriſt in work- 
ing it : He ſtretched forth his hand and caught biym, 4 The 
relation of it to the Prayer of Perer, unto which it was a reall 
anſwer: Peter crycd, Lord ſave me, and immediately Jeſus 

ſtretched forth his hand and caught him. And tifthly,l take in 
the matter of theReprehenlion, whichis the ſecond part ofthe 
B 3 Text, 
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Dott. 
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Text , asit relateth w the deliverance : for his wnhelief and 
doubting was the Lead that made him finke , but free Grace 
was the Cork that carried him above ; and fo the deliverance 
was a free deliverance ; not from his merit , but contrary to 
his demerit. From theſe particulars , I preſent this ovſer- 
vation. 

Dott, That yvho ſo is vviſe, and defire to ſee the loving 
kindnefle of the Lord in their Deliverance, that they may 
mutually love the Lord, and be thankfull unto him, are to 
ovferve and conſider, not onely the ſubſtance, and (if 1 may 
ſo call it ) the bulk and body of their deliverance, but the 
circunſtances alſo wherewith it is clothed,and with the train 
vyhereof it cometh accompanied unto ns. For underſtand- 
ing whereof, we are to diſtinguiſh, not onely in humane aQtt- 
ons between one man and another , but in all our actions to- 
vvard God, and in all the ations of Gol tovvard us, betvvixt 
the aRion it ſelf, and the circumſtances compaſling and clo- 
thing it : for although Juriſconſults,Rhetoricians,and Divines 
do differ about the enumeration and particular deſcription of 
circumſtances , yet all of them wh one conſent .acknow- 
ledge, that they are much to be heeded and obſerved. . In our 

ood actions, where the ſubſtance is but ſmall , the circum- 
ſtance maketh a ſupply. The povertie of the Widow added 
much weight to her two-mites which ſhe threw into theTrea- 
ſury : Verily I ſay unto you, that this poor Widow hath caſt more 
in then all theſe who hath caſt into the Treaſury : for all they 
did caſt in of their abundance , but ſhe of her want did ci ft in 
all that ſhe had, even all her living, Mark 12, 43, 44 In all 
our evil ations, it aggravateth our tranſgreſſion , that we 
vvho are but duſt and aſhes, dofin againlt the greatelt and 
goodelt God, and that for trifles, for things of no vvorth, and 
periſhing. That vve, fin againſt KnovvleJge, and againſt 
Mercy. The diltintion of ſins of ignorance, of vveak- 
neſſe, and preſumption : The excuſableneſſe and inexcuſa- 
blenefle of fin , ariſeth from this ground. In the actions of 
God tovvardus, both the bleſſings and deliverances vvhich 
vvereceive, are much illuſtrated and magnified by the cir- 
cumitances of ſo great a God, that it is not lavvfull fur us to 
endeavour to exprefie how great he is ; he being great vvith- 
out 


wy 


the Lovds 


out meaſure, that he ſhould have loved us firſt ; us , fo finall, 
even before vve yvere; and ſuch, everhis enemics ; and ſo 
much and fo greatly » that he ſpared not his ovvne Sonne 
to die for us, ſpared not his ovvne Spirit to dyvell vvith us 
Thus vve ſee hovy this love is magnified and multiplyed by 
the circumſtances , vvhich ma':e it a great love, a manifold 
love, a vvonderfull love. Sois it alſo in Divine deliveran- 
ces , both of his people in the times of the old Teſtament, of 
his Church in the times of the new Teſtament , and of parti- 
cular perſons in both times. The Circumſtances adde much 

light and luſtre unto them, to endeare them the more unto 

us- No man can think upon the deliverance of the people of 
God from Egypt , and from Babylon, and of the Chriſtian 

Church from perſecution , but he muſt ſpend a great part of 
his thoughts upon the circumſtances of the Deliverances. The 

Deliverances from the Armado , from the Povyder-Treaſon, 

from the Enemie fince the beginning of this Warre, are 
great in ſubſtance , but each one of them is alſo admirable in 
the circumſtances- And vyho can meditate upon the preſer- 

vation and deliverance of Noah, of /oſeph, of Moſes, of 'Da- 

vid, cf Daniel, of Jonah, of Peter, of Paul, and many others 

of old , and of late , but he mult be affefed vvith many parti- 

cular occurrences of their deliverances ? Naturall men look to 

the {ubltance oncly, and ſatishe themſelves in this, That they 

are delivered ; but: thoſe that are fpirituall , cannot fatisfie 

themſelves in the meditation of the Circumſtances, with 

vvhich they are deeply affected. 

There may be three reaſons given , vvhy Circumſtances of 
this kinde are to be obſerved. 1. Becauſe the Lord God hath 
a Providence in the ſmalleſt things, in things moſt caſuall and 
* contingent , and in ſuch things as are arbitrary unto men, and 
ſeeme moſt to depend upon their vvill and eletion. And 
yvhat he dignifieth vvith his Providence , - vve ought not to 
diſdaine in our obſervation. The pooreſt of the Workes of 
Divine diſpenſation , is abundantly rich for our Meditation. 
2. There is much manifeſtation of love to the people of God 
in Circumſtances, and much Revelation of the vvrath of God 
againlt the Enemie : When the Godly look npon them, their 
bearts are wonderfully afteted, overgome, and melted with- 

-— 
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I. Reaſon 


2. Reaſon, 
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in them : and when the wicked are conſtrained to hear of 
them, they are confounded within themſelves, and never 
more then upon this ground, do apprehend , that God hath 
been fighting againlt them, and they fighting againſt God, 
On. 3- Athird Reaſon may be, Becauſe the Lurd prepareth mat- 
ter for a Sacrifice of Glory and Thankſgiving to himſelf, not 
ouely from the great bundles and ſheaves of his works , but 
from the ſinall ſcattered eares of his Providence : for of him, 
and through him, and for him are all things. 
Upon theſe and the like grounds, we are to obſerve the 
Simile, Circumſtances of the work of God at this time. The Deli- 
verance and Vidory it ſelf, is like the Moon ſhining in the 
night , with her borrowed light from the Sun ; yet the Cir- 
cumſtances therect- are like the bright Stars, and ſome of 
them of the firlt magnitude, twinckling , and fending- ont 
their light round about, for our Contemplation and Comtort. 
The one is the fair and beautifull ground of the Worke : the 
other the imbroidery and variety of colours wrought upon it 
by the hand of Cod, and laid before onr eyes, that we may 
behold the manifold Goodneile , Power; and Wiſdome of 
God. 
Thegreatneſſe © 1 ſhall now therefore enter upon the particulars formerly 
of Peters De- propoſed from the Text : of which, the firlt was the greatneſle 
Liverance. of Peters Deliverance at this time : which may appear, if we 
confider theſe three things. 1. The glory of Jeſus Chriſt : 
if Peter had periſhed at this time, it had not been ( ſpeaking 
after the manner of men ) without diſhonour to the Son of 
God; for being called by him to come upon the water, it 
would have been attributed to want of power in Chrilt if he 
had periſhed , and it was his glory to fave him : and fo in this 
reſpect the Deliverance was great. 2. The danger he was in : 
the raging Sea ready to devoure him , he being una-le to fave 
himſcit, and there being no other to help him : and therefore 
in this reſpe&t, the Deliverance great.- 3- The danger the 
other Diſciples werein: for if they had-ſecn him finke down *} 
and fwallowed up , what could they who were ſtill toflcd-in 
thetſhip have expected , Eut to have periſhed alſo? and there- 
fore in reſpect of the Diſciples , it vas a great Deliverance. 
The Lord looketh to his own glory , to the dilireſle of his 
{ſervants 


fervants that are like toperiſh, and tothe feandall of others, 
and draweth them forth of many Waters, P/al.18. 16.” 


2. The ſeafonableneffe and opportunity of this Delive- The ſcaſona« 
rance is manifeſt by tvzo things ; one was, when the Sea Þlc 
through the boyſterons winde was m the greate'it rage ; the © 


other was , when he was brought very low 1n his own fevfe. 
It is familigr in Scripture to compare the enemies of the 
Church to the raging waves of the Sea: when the enemie is 
molt arrogant and prond , and when the Church and people 


of God arc beginning to ſmke, thenis the opportunity of the * 


deſtra&ion of the one, and deliverance ofthe other : for in 
that nick of time, is the hand and power of God moſt diſcern- 
able to his owne glory , then is the confuſion of the enemy 
moſt terrible , then is the deliverance of the Godly molt 
wonderfull and comfortable. Hence is it that the Lord, 
who hath appointed atime for everything , an hath male 
every thing tcautifull in his time , keeperh this rale in all his 
eat deliverances : he fuftereth the wicked to exalt them- 
elves , an4 to gather [trength , hee giveth'them ſometimes 
Vitones ina viciſlitude with the people, and thereby hard- 
neth their own hearts , and the hearts of others that truſt in 
them: (as when the Mazitians bronght things to paſte, lize wi- 
to thee Miracles of Moſes ) tor how clfe ſhould they grow up, 
and be made ripe for deſtrution ? How ſhould their cup bee 
filled ? Heeſuftereth alſo his owne people , and his owne 
Cauſe ſometimes to be borne down; for how elſe ſhoald they 
be in due time exalted ? But all this is nothing elſe but apre- 
paration for a glorious worke of Juttice and Mercy in the end. 
}f men would lay this one parcell of Providence to heart;they 
would be forced againft all their Atheifme,to cry out , Verily 
there us a reward for the righteous, verily be i God that jwdg- 
2th the earth, P{ilm-58 It. 


3- The third thing , is the ſenſfibleneſle of the han of The fenſible- 
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neſle 
hercef. 


Chriſt in delivering Perer , Hee ftrerched forth his hand and nelſe of the 


Matth.8.8. The Centurion (ail, Speak the Word onel y and my 
ſervant ſhall be healed, Yea without ſpeaking of the word,by 
his Divine power : for even when hee did {peak the word, 
it was pot his Word , but his _ that wrouglt the mi- 


racle, 


: - ff hand of 
tar:ght bim. He conld have faved him by his word onely, as Cixikt in in. 
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racle, as when before he faidto Peter, Come, it was not his 
word but his power that made Petcr to walk upon the water. 
Yet he ſtretched forth his hand for diverscauſes , but princi- 
pally,that it might be knowne,tbat he it was that by his pow- 
er did dcliver him- Thus did hee in working. other Mira- 
cles, as in curing the Lepers , and the ſick , that it might be 
knowne, that he himſelfe, and no other did work them; and 
all to this effeAzthat when it is ſeen that hishand worketh de- 
liverance , he may have the glory of it. Wherefore are the 
Works of God aſcribed to the Arme of God, the hand of 
God , the right hand of God, the finger of God ? but that his 
power and eificiency may be acknowledged of us,and that he 
may have the praiſe of his owne work. The Lord is a 
jealous God , and wHll not give his glory to another : Hee 
giveth many good things to the Children of men , and wor- . 
keth many notable Deliverances for them , but the glory of 
them all hee reſerves for himſelfe. Poriphar committed all 
that he had to the hand of o/eph, an1 kept nothing back from 
him but his Wife , which made 7o/eph to ſay (and we in this 
caſe may ſay it upon greater reaſon) How can 1 doe this great 
Wickedneſſe and ſinne againſt God ? Gen. 39.9. He is an Uſur- 
per, an Adulterer, an 1dolater, and Atheilt that robbeth God 
of his glory. Thus ſaith the Lord, Let not the Wiſe man glory 
in his Wiſdome, neither let the might , man glory in bis might ; 
Let not the rich man glory in his riches : but let him that gla-. 
rieth glory in this , that he underſtandeth and knoweth me that 
T am the Lord,which exerciſe loving kinaneſſe, judgement,and 
righteouſne(ſe in the earth : for in theſe things I delightyſaith 
the LORD. | 

4 A fourth thing to be taken notice of in this deliverance 
is, the Relation it had to the prayer of Peter, Hee prayed in 
his danger and diſtrefſe , and the Lord immediatly ſtretched . 
- forth his hand and delivered him. The Bleſſings and Delive- 
rances which God granteth unto his people are much en- 
deered unto us by this,that they are the anſyer of our prayers; 
For beſide the benefit and deliverarice it ſelf, our faith in the 
generall is confirmed , that we worſhip not an 1doll , but the 
true and living God who heareth prayer. . Our ſpeciall faith 
is much ſtrengthened ; for hereby we know that Sod hear- 
: n | cth 


eth our prayer, that through Jeſus Chriſt our prayers and 
perſons "art lor and that Rho our God. f 

Hence it is obſerveable,that the Godly , ſuch as Hannah, 
David, and others, ſpeake to God in more familiar termes 
after they had received the anſwers of their prayers, then be- 
fore. Our confidence alſo is increaſed, Forupon the graci- 
ous anſwer of our prayers,we can with greater boldnefle pre- 
ſent our petitions before the throne of Grace. No man 
maketh conſcience of prayer , or endeayoureth to pray a- 
right , but hee maketh alſo conſcience , and endeavoureth tos 
obſerve the anſwer of his prayers. Sometimes the preſent 
anſwer of prayer, is no other but the continuance of the ſpi- 
rit of prayer, which ſtill helperh our infirmities and maketh 
ntcrceſ510n for #9,Rom.$.26,Sqmetimes our prayer returneth 
into our boſome, Vfal.35.13. where we finde the peace of God 
Which paſſeth all under ſtanding, to keep our hearts and mindes 
through Chriſt Teſms, Phil.4.7. Sometimes we have no other 
anſwer,but My grace ts ſufficient for thee ; for my ftrength © 
made perfett in weakneſſe, 2.Cor. 12.9, And ſometimes, ei 
thex a better, or the ſame thing which we deſired, and it may 
be with great advantage, is granted unto us : of which there 
bee many examples life unto this of the anſwer of Peters 

ayer. : 

The fifth and laſt thing which ſerteth forth this Delive- 
rance , isthis, That it wasof free goodnefle, and not- from 
any perftRion in him : for he is rebuked for his doubting as 
one of little faith. Where we may obſerve, that, beſide the 
wide difference betwixt beleevers and unbeleevers, which is 
a difference in kin 1e ( faith elevatinga beleever far above na- 
turall men and unbeleevers, as man is above the inferivur 
creatures , and angels a>ove men ) There'is a difference in 
degrees betwixt one beleever and another, and betwixt a be- 
leever and himfelfe ; infomuch that omeis ſaid to be of little 
faith , and another to have great faith ; and one and the 
{ame beleever ſometimes to have little , at other times 
great fa:th. Peter had faith to walk upon the water,whichwas 
the greater tryal,but now when the wind is boyſtrous, which 
was the lefler temptation , his faith proveth weak , which 
was a Prognoſtick of that which came to paſle jn his dcniall 
| C2 afterward 
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i- afterward--(4). I haye not a minde noris it proper for this * 
kk _ - var time to wearie your attention with the many diltiations of 
«rium ponci- faith that-there is a faith which is an habite and vertue The- 
feis, quam ſu- plogicall, and 8 faith which is a ſpeciall gift : that there isa 
per eiſdem flu- faith telt,and a faith unfelt:much lefle with the diſtintions of 
on To. faith formed and uoformed , explicite and implicite. 1 would 
to? & quid onely tell you;that faith is ſaid to be weake exteulively,and in 
aliud crat ten- FelpeR of the knowledge of the things to be beleeved : thus 
ratio eAncille the faith of the Apoſtles, while they knew not the reſurreRi- 
quam vents on of Chriſt, the faith of Rachab,the woman of Samaria, and 
nor ge many others wha knew but tew of the myſteries of faith, 


1d aliud . in ref 
oo T er was but & weak faith + - Or- intenſively and in re{pet of per- 
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' more quam hic {waſign and application ;_ It was long ere T homas was 


ſubmerſio ex brought to ſay , Ay Lord and my God. Hee that hath this 
+imere? MuF- \weake faith may bee conſidered of us as hee hath faith , for 
Mathas,  Weake faith is true faith : andas his faith is weak, as he hath 
' faith hebeleevethand adhereth to the truth of the word, and 
iadiltreſſe prayeth and cryeth with Peter , Lord ſave me : 
But as his fith is weakned by gemptations and difficulties 
apprehended by natura}l ſenſe and carnall reaſon, which is the 
wiſdome of the world, and an enemy to the receiving of the 
widome of God, hee douvteth,hee wavereth,hee ſtaggereth, 
through a mixture of unbelief , which certainly is the. work 
of the fleſh , whatſoever Papilts ſay to the contrary in com- 
mendation of doubting :. and yet ſuch is the goodnefſe and 
grace of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, that in this night of darkneſle, 
4n this winter ſealon,he looketh at the root under the ground, 
and to the leafe of prayer which ir ſends forth , when nexther 
fruit nor flower doth appeare; and thereupon, hee that break- 
eth not the bruiſed reed , and quencheth not the — 
fAlix, doth deliver his owne children, which maketh them af- 
terward when they recover their ſtrengths , tothinke ſhame 
of themſclves,and-to admire of his wonderfull goodnes, Faith 
ſometimes is like fire ju the fiint, which to the lenſe is as cold 
as anotherſton-: ,, yet hath fire in it pcnlly , a5 the ſoule 
Which is partaker ot the Divine Nature, hath taith in it ſuper- 
naturally : Sometimes it is like fire in the tinder , ſometimes 
like fire.in the match , ſometimes like hire 1a the candle , and 

. ſometimes like fire on the hearth , ; which enlightneth- and 


warimeth 


warmeth the whole roome :- Butthe Lord in anſwering the | 
prayersof his people, looketh more tothe truth thento the 
degree of faith. The wordof ing ( as ſome have Ti idirers; 
ſearched into the nature of it-)is borrowed from-a ballance or rear elty 
air'of weights, the ſcales whereof move and waverup and |; oe Bo. 
. bunt inconitantly. We have another word Afark 11.23. yp gs Mg 
which ſignifieth to diſpute or detmate , becauſe they who 5594s Txw 
doubt have a diſpute and debate of adverſe parties withih x2! 41av0:av. 
themſelves , like that of the twins which ſtruggled together £9 2® 
in the wombe of Rebecca, and makes them to go, and enquire 
of the Lord, The nature of faith , Heb:11-1. is a fubliſtance 
"by which the minde looking conſtantly at Jeſus Chriſt , is 
preſerved from finfuating and doubting, as when the tongue 
of the Ballance Randeth (treight and (table. But Satan , the 
old Adam, and the world,come in, and ſometimes lift up the 
one ſcale in Preſumption- , and ſometimes beare down the 
other in diffidence and pulilanimity. *- Chriſt oppoſeth to 
the one the danger of linking , and to the other his Word and 
hand , that ſo the ſoule may bee reduced to the ſtability and 
fubſiſtance of Faith. Thus was the wonderfull Wiſedome, 
Mercy, Truth, and power of the Sonne of God, manifeſted at. 
that time,'and many times ſince. . 
And thus have 1 made a ſurvey of the five Circumſtances TO, 
accompanying this miracle of Peters Deliverance, all which ,;., dota 
are very appliaole to that notable deliverance which the yerance appli- 
Lord hath wrought for us, for the publick acknowledge= ed toourts 
ment whereof,we hold this folemne Afſcmbly. Firſt if it had 
leaſed the Lord to turne his hand againſt us , which was 
retched ont for us againſt our enemies , the Name of God 
haibeendiſhonoured , our Armies - had been deſtroyed , and 
our ſ#lves, that were but ina {hip neer unto them, had been 
in to have periſhed ; and thus the deliverance is 
great. Gy 
2. As it was greatand eminent , ſo yas it opportune and 
ſcaſonable;; 1] ſpeak to them who main withy the 
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polture of affairs : The Enemy had exalted himſelfro the 
top of his pride, and- had deſigned like Bel/hazzar and his 
Nodles , to make themſclves merty with the ſpoiles of the 
people of God , who 'although EO FER 
| C 3 the 
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- * ASermonpreached before © | 
the Cauſe and work of God , yet by divine diſpenſation , des 
layingtheir defires, and bringing them about in his owne 
wiſe and ſecret way, were brought low, and therefore in the 
one reſpeR, and the other, a very ſeaſonable deliverance. * 
3. The hand of God was ſenſibly ſeen in it : ſpecially that 
when they were almoſt lolt inthe opinion of many of them- 
ſelves , the Lord brought the wheele about upon the enem) 
ſo marvelHoully, that it is a wonder, that ſo many ( althong 
they had been naked men ) could have fallen by the ſword in 
ſo cn houres. 
4. That inthis the Lord anſwered the Prayer of his Peo- 


ple: He hath heard us ſince theteginning of our Supplicari- 


ons , he hath given grace to continue in humiliation and 
Prayer , be hath many times returned onr prayer into our 
bolome , hee hath made his grace ſuthcient for us to uphold 
us, and hath given ſuch victories ,. as have beene large matter 
of thankſgiving : But .inthis he hath anſwered ns a>ove out 
expeQation and particular defires at this time : For we would 
have beenfatisfied for the time wirh the rendring of that be- 


leagred City, but the Lord hath done much , yea , very mach 


MOIEe. - _ 
5. And we may "Senn the laſt : That the deliverance 
was of free goodnefe : For our faith was not perfit. Were 


not many of us full of doubting and fears, yea full of nnbe- 
licfe, that it might have been ſaid of ſome of us : 3hy have 
not beleeved, O ye of no Faith? Andof the beltofns, O ye of 
Fittle faith, why did yow doubt ? Our hearts have been waye- 
ring , and moving up and down like a Ballance , ſometimes 
preſuming, ſometimes diſtrnſting, as wanting that ſubſiſtance 
of taith, which fixeth the heart , and maketh a (tableneſle and 
ſtayedneſle of the foul- | 

It remaines , that wee make the right nfe of this notable 
work of Divine -Previdence. To this purpoſe from the 
text , and from that which followeth after, and goeth bore 
about the ſame fuv>ject : 1 ſhall propoſe three very neceflary 
duties ; and what may ſerve either for reproof, or comfort, 


' ſhall te intermixed , and for brevity be taken in with the du- 


Uſe tr. 


The fuſt we may learn fromthat which followeth, ver-34 


ties. 


Then 


"the Lordoand Commons at Weſtminſter: 5. 
Then they Which were in the Ship , came and wor ſhipped hing; Thankfulnes 
ſaying, Of 4atruth thou art the Sonne of God. They neither 1* AR 
envie Peter , -nor conc:ive any indignation againſt him, for ny GnS> 
his prerogative in walking upon the Water, which was not 
frame unto them ; nor doe they adore or {mire him, 

nowing that without Chrilt , hee coul&not have been ate : 
to ſave himſclf. For they had ſeen him begioning to ſitke, - 
and-had heard him cry out, Lord ſave me; onel y they: fell 
downe before Chriſt , adoring him , -and give him this great 
teſtimony : Of 4 tr #th thou art the Soune of G:d., They.who 
before , through the hardneſle of their hearts, had not confi- 
dered the Miracle of the Loaves, Mark6.52. did by this'c £uid ergo 
mitaculous work know him , and knowing him , :they wor-:eft quod Jude 
ſhipped him : Nor did Chriſt reje&their teltimony,but by, his 4" cum 
ſilence, conſented unto , and ſealed the truth of it (c). The —_ erg 
ſame duty is required of us all : No man is to envie thoſe os faiſſ, 
Worthies ,. whom the Lord hath honoured to be inſtrumens flium vero 
tall in this great worke. The Lord doth what,an4 by whom 2 non fuiſſe? 
he will, and whom the Lord honoureth,, it becometh us to 7 fi 2%, 


honour , which if we grudge to doe , the Lord will honour — _ 


| ' - themthe more. Againe, no man onghe to offer the fat of the neque Prophe- 


Sacrifice , or the principall praiſe of the day unto the inſtru- ta fuit , cum 
ments : Did not many of them at firſt begin to ſinke ? and ag 192 /# wiriDer 


many times before, fo all of them at that time , were con- 'n —_—_ 
ſtrained to cry out, Lord ſave ws : but we mult all, and they Ne I Grticeſe 


alſo with us , fall downe before Chrilt our Saviour, and great cere. Luicdicas 
Deliverer, and with one heart and yoice, fay and fing , Of 4 wm (aſaria- 
truth thow art the Son of God ; which hee will admit as a * <ep10-_ 
praiſe due unto his Name, and acceptable unto him, that hee cup w_ 
may have aNameadbove every name.*The humility of Gideon, 1006 ming, 
uw anſwering the pride of Ephraim , was nolefie commen- (/ari/oli 
dable, then his conrage againſt Aſfidian, vyhen hee ſaid unto competentem 
, them, What have 1 done now in compaiiſon of you ? us nor the oblatum non 
gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim, better then the vintage of — , 
eAbiezer ? It yvas the vviddome' of Scipio the Roman VLene- wer. rg 
rall, vvhen tvyo of his Souldiers contended a out the Crovvn Matth.14. 
( due to him vvho firſt ſcal'd the-vyalles ) fo hotly , that the *Take heedts 
yvhole Army vvas in danger to be divided, fo to determine *vlacion, 


: | d 
the queſtion, that the Crovvne vvas given to them both, both ——_ Ny 


having 


- 


having ing-(as he affiemed) elimed the wall together, Tris&d * 
ſerved by the learned for # mle, that in conteſt for priority, - | 

_ andpraiſe, whert each party fromfelfe-love, takeththe firft 

place unto himfeltc,or from partiatity, giveth it to him whonr 

be affeReth, that he who nnanimonl}y hath the ſecond voice, 

to be preferred befuxe all ; o_ this pond , the fe& of 

the Academiquets amongſt the Philofophers hath beerte 

clteemed the belt ;- becanfe both the Stoicks and Epicureans 

doc give their voice-to the Academiques next mito them- 

ſelves. 1fa Generalt ofan Army ſhould examine his chriefe 

Commanders, Who next themſelves did beſt in tattell ?- ir 

were like that he who h24 the ſecond voice,were of the grea- 

teſt merit ': and'yet they obſerve a fallacy and repretenfion 

here ; for met! cunningly doe incline to-give teſttmony next 

themſelves; unto thoſe that are not like to-come in their way, 

of to land in their lighr, -' There needeth no fuch conteft 

amonglt us : 1 et alf men, falling downe, give the praiſe ants 

God, and be content"thart the work isdone', and they have 

beenfaithfull in their performances What haſt thous which 

thou haſt not received ? What halt thou received ; which 

might not have beengivento-another , and which may not 

forthy pride” and emmlarion, yet be taken from thee, and gi- 

ven to anuther ? | | 

Difference } know the diſtinAtion and difference which Moralifts 
nerwitEM make betwixe emulation and envie:that emulation hath place {| 
Pvy. in the greateſt and moſt magnanimons ſpirits, that it mas . + 
| keth them to covet and feek after the beſt gifts , that it affe= WF 

Aeth the minde with griefe, not becauſe another'is unworthy 

of that which he hath , ( for that is-indignation) nor tecaute 

another hath-that which himſelf wanteth, (for thar is envy) 

but becauſe thon wantelt tht which another hath;whick be 

feemeth thee to have no leſfe they him,& vvhich by thy indus 

fery &the blefing ofGod,thon mighrteſt have attained,or may 

yet attain unto; As vyhen a Godly mantis grieved, that vvith 

ether Martyrs of Chriſt , for vvhoſe conſtanciein the Trath 

he rejoyceth., he hath not alfo been partaker of the” glory of 

Marryrdeme' : Or vvhen a-Sonldier is grieved, that vvith 

his fellovy-Sonldiers, vvhoſe courage and ſuccefie he corigra- 

tulates, he had not a bagd inthe glorions victory againſt the 

Enemy. 
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to per dmhowunc 6e7 up av Foyentey frogs d Phas.in 
SO; :that as emnlation and envieeoftencx- 3t%: 
by.one word in) bathvthe Originals , 1o:doth:it come 

that emulation (ſuch! isthe baſe 

parry ) :doch often,degenerme-autoenvy., dome is it 
.oen, that hewwhoas-muchemalans , is natifomowhatenyt- 
, #$+ -ous(r). Someckindes of :fiancs (doercign 1andaage moſt ih © eAnbe, Tem 
- FF <thetimeof Peace and: Profpaity ,, anather fort tine of 12 Fages 

| $ 'Warreand Trouble: /but my finderh matter work upon ori 
$$ «tall times. Jitis a-Nooſter,of m : there is one 1s emulatio 

i» :kinde ofiit like unto that-in-Jofbwa., Name, (JI Wn 2th 4am And «ff Laudabilis 
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% - 


inthe Diſciplesof Chrift Leohery de 
og There lis. Cic. 


Jobn, coho: Wearenetfree 
48 ancther breeder yr ron Gen:26.14, 
«#5. Which is moſtdiabolicall: . But befides ahceſe.,:there bee 
other two ſorts of ir ſet on work by Satanat this time., (nul 
whichall goed-men woulitt bewaroof z:-One i hat- 
-cannot:admit an equal, that » Mar. 
20:11. Mts 13. 144. Another of thoſe thas-cannot permit 
any to be preferred unto them, 'avin'Cain, Gen. 4-34. ln 
«the byethven of Ja/eph, {Ats: i9. In Aerie, Numb.12:2. 
[In Sa; 1; Sam. 18; it was ;-thewomen:and 
people; + \erit was arath-in the:Nobles: of the Medes and 
{3 Perfoans , EN. The Senibes, Pharifees, Sadduces 
| endpecyleek theJowd, AMarbag T3, Alrg. 17. Att: (13. 


[ * Vckur eangles - both/ſorts ini the Court ierf Senl 

# api av m ompexthe:groat.,. a Caſar 

F gs «ks itis no gf 'dhe molt common, {o- > u7s .of the achin pri 
(preatelt evils.in'the world :-it being nog onely molt oppotite rem. Pompet+ 
_ ;but the cate of Coitention ,"Mutinies,” Lies, $row. 
Slanders:, 'Sedition., bringerh-a world of miſcrics from | 


'untofragtnents of , which afterbreaking can- 
benetgn roms pars.ng-y ho ſmalleſt injury, where - 

kindneſle is deferved and expected (and much moreenvie) is 

judged to be-ingratitnde ,: which is acknowledged by all, 

who know'the nature of it, to be a manifeſt injury , and as 

intollerable as any other. - And of all ſorts of Brethren none 

have reaſon to take greater heed unto this evil , then ſuch as 

naturally are ſtraggers one to another , and of divers nations, 

but are {worne Brethren ; .if the fire of cnvie and hatreJonce 

begin to burnin their breaſts, they want the aftcRion of na- 

turall brethren to extinguiſh it- The beſt remedy for ſuch, 

is the right embracing of ong true Religion , and religioully 

toremember their Covenant , by which they are joyned to 

eſis Chritt, and amongſt th elves, which will make them 

forget that they be of divers Countreys and Kirigdomes , arid 

timely-to reſiſt all diviſive motions ,. the mother whereof is 

. Emulation and Envie.; which | heartily wiſh may be as farre 

fromusall , as it was from the Diſciples of Chriſt at this 

.t1Me- | | 3 

The Adorati=: . Setting aſide therefore, with the Diſciples, all Emulation 

on of Clrilt, 21d Epvie ,:all Admiration and Adoration of :men:;; Let us 

follow" the example of: the Apoſtles, in that twofold duty 

performed by.them : the one.is the Adoration of Chrilt : the 

other, the Confeſſion of Chriſt. They have not ſpoken 

amifle, who conceaye that there | be foure ous of the Morall 

wotſhip of God 2ccording to the parts of the fixſt and great 

Commandment, Thow ſralt love the Lord thy God with all 

thy hcart, and all thy ſaul,aud With all thy nich,ond With all 

thy ftrength,Mark 12.Luke 10. The firſt of them is,the atten- 

tive con{ideration of the works: of 'Gad;by the: outward and 

inward ſenſcs., The ſecond is, the right judging of the works 

of God by the: mindeand underſtanding... The third is, the 

congruous: and ſutahle affetion: of the ſoule;,- by the heart, 

which is the ſeat of the affeftions. - The fourth js; the teſtzh- 

cation of this affection in our whole life, by the ations of the 

will. Amongſt which ( for they be many ) theſe two.jnthe 

"Text are to be Gumbred : ;Adoration, and Confefljon, which 

were the thankſgiving of the Diſciples atthis time, and now 

apon aur Deliverance are required of us.. And who is jit,/that 

J beholding 
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befiphdi the poijer of Chriſt inche grearces ofth8 Prlives 
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rance ; the wifedomie of Chritt in the ſcafonablenefle of the 
Deliverance ; the jealouſie of Chrift , who wilt not give his 


ory to ariother, in'the ſenſivlenetſe of his hand"in working - 


it 3 the truthof Chriſt in hcaring prayer , according to his 
promiſe ; and the mercy ofChrilt in palling by ſo many fins, 


and fo much doubting , would not adore this mightie, wiſes. 


jealous, true, and mercifull Lord ? When the children cf 1{- 
rael had heard that the | ord had viſited them , 'and that hee 
had looked upon their aftiition , T her they bowed their heads 
ard worſhipped, Fxo0d.q.31. After that the Lord had ſpoken 
to Moſer of the Religion of the Paſleover, and the ſmiting 
of the firſt borne of Egypt,T he people bowed the head and wor- 
ſhipped, Exod.12.27. When 7choſhapbar upon his Faſt and 
Prayer heard from the Spirit of the Lor4, which came upon 


7ehaxiel, that the Loxd was to fight for ludaby.and that t bey— ; 
» 


were onely to ſtand till and ſee the Salvation of the Lor 

he bowed his head with his face to the ground, and all [«dab 
and the Inhatitants of Jer»/alcm fell before the Lord wor- 
ſhipping the Lord, 2. Chron. 20.18. Atthz reſtoring of Reli- 
gion and cleanſing of the houſe of God, the King and all 
that were preſent with him, bowed themſelves and worſhip- 
ed, 2. Chron.29.29, And ſhall not we, when the Lord 
hath viſited us, and looked npon our affliftion, when hee hath 


fonghten for us , andlaine/ the ſtrength and firſt-born of our _ . 


encmics, when he is about the reſtoring of Religion , and the 
cleanſing and building of his Temple; thall not we in all feore 
and reverence fall downe and adore before him , acknow- 
ledging his Soveraignty, and our own baſenefle and unwor- 
thincſe? Let the whole Church Militant and Triumphant, 
the twenty foure Elders , and the foure living creatures, men 
and angels, fall downe and worſhip him that liveth for ever 
and ever, ſaying , Bleſſing, honour, 2lory-and power, beunto 


him that fits npon the Throne , and unto the Lambe for ever 
and cver. : 

The other part of their Thankſgiving , is their Confeſſion 
of Chriſt. They give him this teſtimony , Of atr#th thow art 
the Sonne of God.” This they all confeſle , and were ready to. 
confeſle before all the work, which they alſo did — 

D 2 A) 
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ſ#te'ss the Sorrof GodyGGodelvwol/c X Jem die rx Joke . 
415: Winch isnertoto beunlerſiood, ,. as if'rq other truth = 
weretobe confefroffiim, but:becanſe that maine and fanda-+- 
mentall trutfowas therrcomrovertediand: denyed by Seducers 
and' Antichrifts. The:Dord requireth ofcach-one of accord- 
ing to our:place and: calling.,. that wee confeſſe and;give our:.. 
teſtimony: unto ſucty truvtis 'as- are | molt; called; in- queſtion. . 
ftthistime it:is requiredſof/ the: Honourable Houſes'of Pare- 
lanent, tharthey giv-unto Feſusthisteſtimony,  which'is a 
neceſfry. cooſequent- of the- teſtimony- of the Apoliles:- 
That Jrſus Chriſt wth: King-of but Church , and that it maſh. 
, berwledby hu Sceprer. That the Government is- his-- 
ſhoulder, withour which all our adorationand Hallelnjak, is 
butlike the mooking of himby hisenemies, when they cloar 
thed him, ſometimes inparple, and ſomitimesin white, and 
did put a:Crowne of thornes: on: his s head , and in his hand a 
reed for a+ Scepter. | 
No daty better beſeemet b- the Honourable Houſes of Par-- 
lamentthen thankfulnefle: for in thankfulncfle there be three 
very eminent vertues: ſutcable' to their place; and eminency; 
1: Truth; when weacknowledge and profeſle who it is;from. 
whom we have reccivedthe benefit; 2, Juſtice, in rendring. 
munall-duties: As recetvingis joyned wath giving; ſo isren- 
Charitum m- dring; with Teceiving ,, which naturall' men have conſidered 
mers ſignifi when they fpake ob thethree Graces: 3, Wiſdome,, becauſe 
cat rres achus oratirade procureth the continuance offayour, as ingratitude;., 
—_ by ,. botfeeing and diſcerning favours-ncer: unto! us , .moyeth the. 
arr Lordto removethem;, that: we-may behold them afaroff;. So, 
re; carum no- that gratitude hath Truth , Juſtice, andPrudence.in itz. But 
men aſfectus jngratitade isan Untrath; Io juſtice; and Foeliſhnefles Ofall 
quibuin bene= qr inthe we menwto: Ged', arathe moſt falſe,, 
—_— w_ moſtunjuſt, and moſtfooliſh men: Farre, muſt thisbe, farre. I. 
lege _ wes ſhall be from the Honourable Houſes,and from both: 
ngdomes.. | 


ke fecondidurtie' which Erecommend; is obediencetoithe 


-V/e 2c 


Obedience to. Commands of Uhrilt ,, againſt/all.dithculties: and t j0NS$., 
— of wthe wap. When the Lord commanded the Ditciples to. 
| x _—_— OR Although he went not: with. 


them « 


| thens'r\ audthodutknetls atki ofche | | 
when they/meriwith 
ſo-much' as! entred: into 


. p- 
onthe water, III Obedience is# 
. priacipall part of ſel enyall: by-othervertnes aad 


As wilde: ſtock , when a:ſprigg off good fraic is' graffed ! 

ivit,. bringeth-forth-frait according to'thenatureofthetree; 

from which the graffe was taken,. and not ſuch: asrhe took: 

wontdhaveborne ,.ib'it hadnot'been/graffed.: So- doth: the: 

wikde ſtock of our old: Adam, when'the will andcommande-- 

ment of God: bythe hand ofrtve Spirit , js on'it, bring/ 

forth fruit after the will'of God, ani nov after our owne nati- 

rall- will: The | occahonall. and particular commands of __ 

Chriſt! ,  forſach'a time, and ſach\ occaſions, .maltbe- 

. obeyed, noleſle: then univerſall- andperpetnall commands; 

and the tranſgreſſion of ſuch commandgis oo lefle dange- 

ronsin the fad effects: which! it producerh.”- The examples: bf 

Of Abrabam,Gen.22. Of Moſer, Numb-20;8:08 Saxt.1 Sam | 

15. Ofefhab, 1Kings 20. Ofthe two men,whereofthe one Rog. 

did wound,thenther retuſed to wound the Prophet, - » King: 

20. Of Jeb, 2 Kings 10. Of Amaziah, 2:(bronc 25. And" 

of many ovhers, are evidencesofthistruth. My humble defire 

therefore, and carneftexhortation is, That in yourgreat wiſe; 

dome; ye may conſider whatthe Lord requireth-of you at this: 

time, and inyour Zeale, ſet your' ſelves tothe performance! 

thereof , without diſcouragement or delay ,- againſt all diffi- 

culties ; althoaglryou ſhould be toffed with-waves and con-+ 
windes at thet command of Chriſt,. yer: in the fourth 

watch he ſhall come'to you and comfort:you,-andin the end: 

ſhall bring yon ſafe tothe ſhore. Doe not that'whietiſeenmy-- 

ethrgood in your! owne eyes, but obey-his voices Adde not? 

to.the Law, nor detrat from it, but doe all thatiswritteen,,. 

turning neirherto the right hand'nortathe left. Andbecaaſs = 

nothing doththe Lord at this time more require;thew the Re= 

formationotReligion ,. which/is loog and carneſtly expected 

lf at 


\ 
\ 


um yatione 
anſanire. 
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at'your hands by all the godly ; go about it ſpeedily ; and put 
itnat oft upot-carnall rexſon or worldly reſpects. We dodi- 
ſtingnith betwixr open hoſtility and ſecret treacherie : but we 
are alſoto diſtinguiſh betwixt prophane policy,and pious pru- 
dence- As the work of God is oppoſed 'by open hoſtility, 
and which is more dangerous, by ſecret treachery; ſois it 
hindred by. carnall reaſon and worldly policy. Men may 
apprehend, that if they ſhould ſettle Religion preſently,many 


| wouldfall of, and your affairs ſhould not ſucceed {o: pro- 


ſperouſly ; But 1 belceve the contrary to be true, That the 
hicy which fereboamand the Jews uſed in thetime of Chriſt, 
oh. 11. acaſe notunlike unto ours, brought the ſame very 
evil upon them, which they feared, and did endeavour to a- 
void by their policy. Zcher uſcd to ſay, that three things 
would prove mighty. hinderances to Chriſtian Religion, 
1. Forgetfulneſſe of the work of God. 2. Security , which 
he found prevailing already in his time. And 3. Policy and 
wordly, wiſdome; which would bring all things in order, and 
cure the publick ſtirs,with the counſcll of man; To determine 
the preſent controverſies by humane reaſon, was in his j __ 
ment to go mad with reaſon. Hezekiab was not guided by 

dlicy in his Reformation, but removed the high places, arid 
23%. the Images , and cut downe the Groves, and broke in 
pieces the braſen ſerpent that Afoſes had made : For unto 
thoſe dayes the children of Ifrael did burne incenſe to it, 
and he called it Nebaſmtan, 2. K ings 18.4. This hee did in 
the firſt yeare of his Raigne, inthe firſt moneth, and ſuddenly 
2. ({ bron.29.3. and 36. Hee cared neither for the Yhilittines, / 
nor the King of Aflyria,>oth of them riſing againſt him,nor for 
the 1dolaters in the land, but ( which was all his policy ) hee 
truſted in the Lord God of Iſrael, 2.Kings 18.5. 

Some conceive, That becauſe I ain a {tranger; I may fpeake 
more freely then others ; but” for this very cauſe, That ! am a 
ſtranger , I am the more ſparing in my expreſſions; Yet this 
much I may {ay , that there be three things which ſeem very 
ſtrange to, me. 1+ That any ſhould Fee fund to' ſpeake 
againlt all the. Reformed Churckes , and to draw - Diſciples 
after them , unlefſe they had great evidence of Scriprure , or 
convincing reaſons for the novations which they —_ in- 

| troduce. 


- 3- That Reformationis ſuſpended, becauſe the 


_ and. was afraid, which made him 


| ; 


ſome ſuch ariſs4 yet. it is; wonder 


into ſo many Seas and Drvilions, whic 

is a great ſcandall to Religion, a great ſin and ſhameto ſuch a 
people, 3 {pirituall judgement in it ſelf, and the cauſe of ma- 
ny other judgements ſpirituall and remperall, and an argu- 
ment that this miſerable warre is not yet drawing to an a 
eare di- 
{tracted ; Reformation being the onely mean to reduce them; 
to Unitie. | 


The third duty which I recommend ,” is. confidence in 


, the Lords and Common; at Weltminſter. Tt 


-that ſo intelligent a | row pr be carried away with ey 
\winde,;and ſeattere 


Uſe 3. 


Chriſt againſt doubting. This was the Apaſtle Peter his Confidence, 


weaknelle; both at this time, and afterward, that he doubred, 
begin to ſink : and there can 


in Chriſt, 


be no full and through Obediehce , without faith and conki-.- 


dence. Two things are neceſfary for this. 1. yelf-deniall,and 


Tenouncing all confidence in your ſelves, or your owne wil- 


dome, courage, ſtrength, or multitudes, all which are but the 
arme of fleſh, Pfalme44-.- 3,456,748: Wildome will have 


- usto uſe all good means, but faith willnot have us totruſt in 
- them. 2. A firm 
holding the eye of our ſoule upon him contiunally. 
; Baprif 


r{waſion , an4 full relying upon Chriſt, 
fohn the 
7oh.3.33. uſeth two words to expreſle the nature of 
faith and confidence : One 1s  2Þ Sr, nt2p Cabala, the 
word of receiving , which in the Syriack 1s not every recci- 
ving , but a receiving of a Doctrine ſent from God , as Di- 


vine, and ſent from hum. The other word.is more, onn. Syr, 


Obſignavit,concluſit; Hath [ct ro his Seal : when the words 
uſed of God toward us, wee know the meaning ; but when 
it isaſcribed nnto us in relation to God and his truth, it ex- 
preſſeth the reſting of our conſcience on the truth of God : 
that as the Lord Tealeth his teſtimony unto us by the Sacra- 
ments , and by his owne Spirit ; ſo upon our part , onr 
faithand atfiance 'ſcaleth the truth of God, that we acqui- 
ere init , and cloſe with God , and the matter is concluded 
betwixt the Lord and our foules. The writing thus ſealed 
cannot be reverſed, for while the ſeal is at it,it abides firm,and 


-the ſeal is keeped by the Lords faithfulneſley for our benefit. 


This confidence will make us ſubmit to the will of oy 


> — EN”. It Was” i hefard.x "= 
urdtorſay., Zwrill bar the indignation of the. Lord, becauſe W 
"have fmucd againſt. bien , wxtil! bc plead my cauſe ani exceounte * 
madgemens forme : Hee \pill bring ' we forth to the light, aud'l 
chold his righteouſueſſe. Then ſhe that is-mine enemy ſhall - | 
gee it, and ſhame ſhall cover her, which ſaidwnto me , Whorels 
-the Lord thy God? Mic. 7.9,10. Woes me , for my hurt any 
Word us grieuvens :'butT ſaid, Truly this is a grief, and I weſt 
-heare it;Yer. 10.19. This will-carryars through all diſcourage- 
ments ; becauſe-it us to fee greater things then 
the World : It oppoſeth the wrath of God againſt the tet- 
ors of the world , and theloveot Godagainit thelove of 
the world. This aflureth ns of the preſence of Chriſt in all 
our troubles, Jt i [,be not afraid. The moſtterriblewordto 
-theenemy,, and the moſt comfortable tothe godly. Tr pet- 
ſwadeth us ,-that God cannot denic 'hiniſelf, nor forſake-his 
' own.:cauſe:.and for our ſelves, thatalthough this life , and all 
things init ſhouldfaile us-; yet our happineſſe waits for-us: 
. Therefore 'my* heart 45 «lad , and-my glory rejoyerth :' my 
fieſb aljo ſeallreſtin hoge ., Pſal, 169. Much might be ſpo- 
kenhere,andto good purpoſe , of -the notes whereby totry 
our faith and conhdence , whether it be-weakorfſtrong, and ' 
of the means to-encreaſe it , that it may-come to a full afſu- 
rance : but I hayetroubled you too-much already, .and theve- 
fore 1 ſhall onely defire, that the recent proof of the mercy of 
- God in our deliverance , may be added toyour Calendar of 
-Former deliverances , to make yourexperiencethe [tropger, 
that your -hope and confidence may be the ſtronger for 4ll 
'tunet0-come. ”) 
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E” En Excellent Allegory, taken forth of this Hiftory by 


Auguſtine, in hb 14. Sermon , Wpon the. 
words of owr LORD, | 


" A SChrilt going to the Mountain to pray, gave command- 
ment to his Apoſtles, to get into a ſhip, and to goe to 
the other ſide ; fo afer his afcending into beaven ,. at his conr- 
mandihent they Goſpel was to be carried thorow the Sea of 
this world. As the Ship wherem the Apoſtles of Chriſt were 
Paſſengers ; meeteth with a great tempeſt ; {o the Church of 
Chrilt taſtaimeth wayes of Perſecution, and is oppoſed by the 
yarious blalts of Hereticall windes. Asthe Dikciples donot 
ſtraightway forſake the Ship, but did toile in rowing ; fo the 
conftelſlion of our Faith: is not to be forfaken, but the Teachers 
'of the Church, both by word'and' Writing, in the midſt of the ' 
contrary. windes of the world, and-of the blaſts of tumultu- 
ous Hereticks , are to Fr—_ their office faithfully, Let the 
croſle yard be ſet up, and Chriſt crucified” be looked npon; 
and let us not make defeRion'from him', but' follow his ſteps : 
Tet us, through ſuffering and death it ſelf, prefle toward eters 
nall glory : Let alſo white failes, that is; arpute andhoneſt con+ 
verſation, be laid hold of.. Moreover, although the ſea do rage, 
the winde withſtand ſtrongly , and' the ſurges riſe and make a 
noiſe, ſothat the ſhip be ſore toſſed, and covered with the 
waves , yet is ſhe not drowned ,- but runneth tothe Havens ſo 
may indeed the Chutch be preſſed , but can n:ver be oppreſ- 
ſed ; for Chrilt is praying on high, and beholdeth his owne, 
mightily wreſtling with the contrary windes : He therefore in- 
tercedeth for them, that their faith fail not , but that they may 
carry unto the Nations , theſe Noble (but tu humane reaſon, 
Forrein) Wares, of Remillion of finnes, and the Kingdome of 
heaven , through faith in Chriſt. freely offered to all that ear- 
neſtly repent, and amend their lives. Furthermore, This {mall 
Ship ſhall be tofled, and Hoat on the water, till the Lord come, 
whe alone is avle to make a weighty. body to walk Upop the 
face of the liquid element, which ſhall come to paſſe —_ 
X E | urth. 


- 


” ; 3 " W 5 Wy ” wk _ B75 » » oj _ ; 
Farrhwvatch of thenight; thae is;im thi tad of timegryhen the | 
night of this veorld is {pent- lathe meane vyhile , al- 
though the roaring Sea do murmure and repine under the 
feet of the Lord, yet nilli —_ it is conſtrained to beare 
him : ſo, although the ſvvelling pride and povversof the vvarl1 
ariſc together never ſo o_ » yet our Head ſhall trample on 
their head. But vvhen Chiiſt cometh neer unto the Ship , be- 
fore he beclearly ſcene and knovvne of his ovvn , he ſtriketh 
their hearts with a nevy terrour, that they ſeerac to themlelves 
to ſzea Ghoſt : for in the darkneſle of this night we are nut avle 
rightly to underſtand the worke of the Lord ; but vvhen the 
kneſle is ſcattered, and all the ſtorm calmed, vve ſhall know 
him aright, and (hall worſhip him as the true Son of God , our 
Redeemer and Saviour. It is our part who do live about the 
fourth watch, and upan whom the ends of the world are come, 
I Cor. 10, 11+ to provide, leſt that by the ſudden and unlooked 
for coming of the EEE we be ſurpriſed and confounded : For 
as Chrilt, in one mo nd yvith one thruſt, brought the Ship 
into the Harbour ; ſob yve can look about us , or tura our 
ſelves, Etervitie thall come upon vs : For the Eledts ſake theſe 


dayes ſhall be ſhortned, Marth. 24. 22. 
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A Catalogue of the Names of thoſe Divines who 
have Preached before the Parliament, beginning 
Jan. 18. 1644 /to July 18. 1644+ 
At aThanksgiving befare the Parliament and City of London. 
Jan. 18. Mr. Marſoal. 1 Chro.12.38, 39,40. 


Mr. Cawdrey. Prov. 29.8. 
Jan. 31+. Fw Ratherfurd. Dan, 6. 26, 


Mr. Baylie. Zach. 3. 1,2. : | 
Fear..a0. Joie ah Pal. 31. 24 


Mr. Gilleſpie, Ezek. 43. 11. 
March 27. For Load Iſa. 45 wb. 


At a Thanksgiving for the Viftory over Sir R. Hoptons Army. 


Mr. Perne. Exod.34-6. not Printed. 
Api 23- Jr Carryl. Rev. 11. 16,17. 


: Dr. Staunton, Dent. 32. 31. 
April 24 \ we. Green, Neh. 1. 3,4- 


Dr. Smith. Pal. 107. 6. 
May 29. Vr. Henry Hill. Matth. 11. 12. 


Mr. Hardwick, Pfal.126. 5,6. 
June 26. ” Hickes. 114.28. 5,6. ; 
et the Thanksgiving for the Viftorie over Prince 
Rupert, and the ſurrender of York, 


i 2 Mr. Vines. Ifa. 63, 8. 
Jaly 38. 7 Mir. Henderſon. Maths 14. 21+ 


